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African Violets

African violets (Saintpaulia spp.) have been popular houseplants in the United States &
throughout western Europe since Victorian times. Native only to the cloud forests of modern
Tanzania, they are now endangered. First documented in 1892 by Walter von Saint Paul-lllaire,
they have been cultured and hybridized to now include a broad range of colors from pure
white to deep purple, and most every shade of pink. Your plant will bring you years of
enjoyment of you follow these tips:

LIGHT
African Violets bloom best in bright light, with protection from the hot afternoon sun. An
Eastern or Northern exposure is ideal, but filtered light from the South or West may also work.

WATER

African violets are sensitive to drought, avoiding water stress is one of the
biggest keys to success. Water when the soil feels dry to the touch, but before it
becomes hard. Use room temperature water for watering. Avoid cold water on
the leaves, especially on sunny days. Setting the plant in a tray of water, allowing
it to absorb what it needs is a safe method, but never allow plant to sit in
standing water for extended periods. African Violets appreciate humidity, place a
tray with pebbles and water below or grow them close to other plants.

FEEDING
Feed regularly with a fertilizer formulated for African Violets every 2 to 4 weeks.
Use an African Violet Soil when repotting for best results.
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